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Harz Mountains & Rheinland Tour
                          Sunday 9th August – Monday 17th August 2026

Welcome to the White Rose ‘Harz Mountains & Rheinland’ Tour, we hope you enjoy your holiday. If you have not been with us before, please take a few minutes to read this Information Pack, as it will help to explain how to get the best out of your tour, what to expect and what we expect of you.  
With your receipt you will have been sent a White Rose motorcycle sticker, we would ask that you fix this to your bike/luggage for the duration of the tour – this will help identify yourself to fellow riders and your escort.

As with all our escorted tours, we supply all the relevant information you will need to reach your destination, including hotel locations, and proposed route.  The route is not compulsory but does mean that if you breakdown or get lost, you are more likely to see other members of the tour who can help.  Routes are designed to be a compromise between making progress, admiring the scenery and enjoying some great biking roads. We also suggest you read the itinerary in advance of the tour, as there can be optional routes on certain days.

If you intend to travel an alternative route, please advise your escort before departure all we ask is that you arrive at the hotel in time to check-in, get changed and have your evening meal (normally around 7 - 7.30pm). 

If you do wish to ride with the escort, you are welcome to do so, but should be aware that riding in a large group is very slow (allowing for fuel stops, coffee breaks, toll booths, etc. an average of 45mph is normal), so as indicated you will make better progress if you split-up and ride with friends or riders of a similar style.  Even riding with the escort, it is your responsibility to know where you are always. You should also be sure to read the enclosed notes on ‘Group Riding’.  You should always follow the group and not your own satnav. 

Once at the location, please feel free to do as much or little as you wish - after all, this is your holiday.  Your escort will be able to advise you on routes and local attractions.  Any ride-outs will be guided and will use the ‘drop-off’ system as detailed in the ‘Group Riding’ document.

The accommodation we use on our tours are of, unless indicated otherwise, 3-star qualities or higher and whilst hotels in Europe are generally very biker-friendly, we like to make a good impression therefore ask that you dress smart but casual, with no sleeveless t-shirts, football style shorts or tracksuit bottoms in the dining room. Please note that although we reserve the room type you have requested, it is quite common for Double rooms to have twin beds.   
To avoid lengthy descriptions of the hotels facilities which can be considerable, we have included their website addresses so that you can read everything first hand. 

This Tour Pack should contain all the information you need, but if there is anything you are not sure about, or you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.  
If you have not already done so, we would ask you to complete and submit our Tour Booking Form, following the link as soon as possible.


Sunday 9th August 		                  Home – Hull
Today, those taking the Northern departure should make your way to the P&O ferry terminal at Hull, where you will board the overnight ferry to Europoort, Holland. We suggest you refuel before boarding; there are a few obvious fuel stations entering Hull on the A63. There is also a Shell garage directly opposite the dock entrance. Check-in starts at 1500hrs, last check–in is 1830hrs, and the boat sails at 2000hrs.  Everyone has their own individual reservation number, so if stopped and asked if you are in a group say no and proceed to check-in where you should quote the reservation number we have given you to receive your tickets and cabin allocation. 

Difficulties can sometimes occur when two people sharing a cabin arrive separately. 
If sharing a cabin please arrive at 1530hrs and locate one another before the check-in gate and check-in together. 

P&O no longer consider it their responsibility to secure your bike, leaving you to do it yourself. They do supply a fastening (cam buckle strap) but you may wish to take your own ratchet strap.  I usually put the bike on the side stand, in 1st gear, and then pass the ratchet strap over the seat, making sure the ratchet is at the side stand side.

We hope to see you on the dockside, but if not, I suggest you pay a visit to the “Sky Lounge bar”- DECK 12 between 1800-1900 hrs where you can meet your fellow riders and escorts, we can also answer any questions you may have.  

Your package does not include any meals on the ferry, however there is a choice of restaurants – the most popular being ‘The Kitchen’, which is in the form of a help-yourself buffet.  If you would like something less substantial, soup, pasties, pizza etc. are available from the coffee shop from 8pm onwards. There are several bars onboard and an evening cabaret, but please do remember you are riding the next day, and it’s not unknown for the police to breathalyse motorists on arrival.  Also don’t forget to put your watch forward 1 hour to European time.

Monday 10th August                          Rotterdam/Calais – Gerolstein  (244/271miles)  
Unless you have arranged differently, those who have chosen the Southern crossing should arrive at the Folkestone Eurotunnel terminal no later than 0636hrs for a 0736hrs departure. (Arrive 0911hrs French time).  Refer to the sheet in your tour pack ‘P&O/LeShuttle References’ for your reservation numbers. 
Please be aware the EU Entry/Exit System (EES) is in place at Folkestone, biometrics will be taken at the border before leaving UK, allow some time for you to be processed (once completed this is valid for 3 years).

If you arrive early, you may be given the option to travel on an earlier train. If you wish to do so, please go ahead, but if you wish to travel with other members of the tour, we suggest you choose the reserved time and enter the terminal parking area until called. You should be able to identify fellow travelling companions via bike type, registrations and White Rose sticker. We also suggest you refuel before departure, there is a station at the French side of the tunnel, but the exit can send you out the wrong way.  

Those going via Rotterdam will have time for breakfast before the ferry docks at approx. 0800hrs. This year the EU Entry/Exit System (EES) biometric registering is enforce, this can take up to 2 hours once off the ferry depending on how busy the ferry is. 
Feel free once you’ve gone through passport control to make your own way to the first hotel unless you wish to travel with the group. If you wish to travel with your guide, please wait on the right after the passport control near the exit of the port. 
If you are making your own way, please let the guide know whilst on the ferry then he is not waiting for you. 

Whichever route you take, once at the hotel the group will be complete and there will be time for drinks and introductions before we sit down to our evening meal around 1900 hrs. 
4-star hotel, B&B with Dinner.

Seehotel am Stausee ****
Am Stausee 2, 
54568 Gerolstein 
Eifel/Germany
www.seehotel-am-stausee.de/en/

Tuesday 11th August 			Gerolstein to Braunlage (267 miles)
The day starts with us joining the B410 which along with the B258 takes us across country before joining the motorway bypassing Koblenz. We travel north eastwards using a combination of motorway and A roads until taking the 27 at Bad Hersfeld. Apart from getting us off the motorway this route takes us to Bad Sooden Allendorf where you can visit the Grenzmuseum Schifflersgrund Museum. This museum is located on the former East-West border and allows you to visit not only the actual fence but has a display of vehicles and artefacts from the period. (Entrance €5).
The route continues via Duderstadt to your hotel on the outskirts of Braunlage. Dinner is provided on the first night, then the remaining evenings we leave you to venture into Braunlage. 4-star hotel, B&B with Dinner.

Relexa hotel Harz-Wald Braunlage ****
Karl-Röhrig-Straße 5a 
38700 Braunlage
www.relexa-hotel-braunlage.de/en/hotel

Wednesday 12th – Thursday 13th August     (free days)
The hotel has plenty of information on local attractions and places to visit, and we have also included a selection of suggested routes and ride-out ideas to help you make the most of your free days. The Harz is superb motorcycle country, with twisting forest roads, scenic reservoirs and popular biker stops, and we have a planned ride out to take in some of the area’s highlights. These include the B4 between Braunlage, Torfhaus and Bad Harzburg, St. Andreasberg and the Oker Reservoir, plus the route east towards Wernigerode, Rappbode Dam, Thale and Hexentanzplatz. The Kyffhäuser B85/L85 road between Kelbra and Bad Frankenhausen is famous among motorcyclists for its tight sequence of bends, often known locally as the “36 curves”, it climbs through forest towards the Kyffhäuser Monument. If you would prefer to spend time off the bike, local attractions include the Wurmberg cable car from Braunlage, the Harz narrow-gauge steam railway to the Brocken, and Wernigerode Castle. The Rübeland caves, Rammelsberg mining museum, Walkenried Monastery and the Titan RT suspension bridge at Rappbode Dam also make interesting half-day or full-day visits. For a quieter day, you could stay closer to Braunlage for a stroll around the town, a short walk in the national park, the Wurmberg viewpoint, local cafés, or simply a relaxed day at the hotel.
4-star hotel, B&B only.

Friday 14th August 	     Braunlage to Boppard (246 miles)
The route chosen for today takes you past the Eder Dam, one of the targets for the famous ‘Dambusters’ raid. If you wish to visit the Mohne and Sorpe dams which were the other targets, it is possible but will make for a long day (350mls). Those who want a shorter day can input the fastest route to the next hotel which will take you back down the A7. 

Best Western Bellevue Rheinhotel ****
D-56154 Boppard
Rhinallee 41-42
Tel: 00 49 6742 1020
www.bellevue-boppard.de

Included in your package is secure under cover parking at the hotel’s indoor garage. On arrival we suggest that you quickly unload, check-in, then move your bike to the hotel parking garage. Please DO NOT double park or block the street unnecessarily as this is one-way and used by large tourist coaches.
 
Reception will give you a garage entry card along with directions - spaces are limited so please park 4 bikes per car space. If not going out the next day, please do not block anyone in who may wish to do so. This is the best 4-star hotel in Boppard and enjoys an enviable position on the banks of the River Rhine.  Run by the family Gawel, the hotel’s ‘Art Nouveau’ style has welcomed many famous guests since it was first established in 1877.  
Your stay includes a buffet breakfast and all evening meals.  The evening meal menu is fixed, with a choice of meat or fish for the main course.  Breakfasts are buffet-style and are typically German, with meats, cheeses and eggs, in addition to the normal continental fare. 4-star hotel, B&B with Dinner.
You will also have full use of the hotel’s leisure facilities (‘wellness centre’) which includes gym, solarium, sauna and small indoor swimming pool. In front of the hotel, looking onto the Rhine is an outdoor garden - perfect to enjoy a drink and watch the world go by.
Saturday 15th August 			(free day)
Whilst in Boppard, your time is your own.  If you do not intend using your bike, please make sure you are not blocking anyone in who wishes to do so. 

If you are riding, there are some great places to visit; the area has a wealth of historic castles and half-timbered villages.  To the south, are the famous Loreley rocks and the romantic town of Rudesheim.  The “Drosselgasse” lies in the centre of the town and echoes to the sound of Brass Band dance music from its numerous wine houses and garden taverns.

To the west lies the Mosel Valley.  This alone has 14 different villages, all of which are associated with producing some of Germany’s finest wines.  A ride down the valley will take you to the beautiful town of Bernkastel and further on, Trier is one of Germany’s oldest towns and is famous for its Roman gateway.

Whilst here we will have a guided ride-out which will visit some of the popular sightseeing places and show you some of the great biking roads. 
Should you feel like taking a day off from riding, the chair lift is just a short walk away, you get great views from the restaurant up there.  You are of course next to the river, so a boat ride is always a good way of seeing some of the area. 	
	
Sunday 16th August         		Boppard to Rotterdam  (277 miles) / Calais (315 miles)
Today we bid farewell to those travelling back to Calais who are booked on a 1630 hrs Eurotunnel.  To make good time we have suggested a route of entirely motorways, but of course it is your choice. 
Those going back via Rotterdam will enjoy the first part of the journey along the B258, a great cross-country route. Thereafter motorway back to the ferry port at Europoort. Having safely stowed your bikes, time to make for the bar and enjoy another evening’s entertainment on this overnight ferry.


Monday 17th August         	Hull to Home
The ferry docks at 0730 hrs (UK time), you will be woken at 0600 hrs, giving you time to have breakfast before making your way home. 

We hope you enjoy your tour. If you encounter any issues at any point, please let your guide or a member of the hotel team know, and we’ll do everything we can to put things right.
We’re always looking for ways to improve, so if you have any feedback or suggestions, we’d be delighted to hear from you.

We look forward to riding with you.
Chris & Sharan
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